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Fingerspelling Awareness for Alphabets and Numbers (3rd October 2024) 

As part of the observation of "International Week of the Deaf People" and “International Day of Sign 

Languages", 23rd September-29th September 2024, the Cell for Persons with Disabilities, Lady Keane 

College collaborated with the National Programme for Prevention and Control of Deafness (NPPCD), 

Department of Health and Family Welfare, Government of Meghalaya, in organising a “Fingerspelling 

Awareness for Alphabets and Numbers”. The programme was attended by 100 (one hundred) fifth semester 

BA/BTTM students and staff of the college. Dr. Baladalin Lyngdoh, State Nodal Officer of the NPPCD 

and Joint Director of Health Services, Civil Hospital, spoke on the importance of the day, the problem of 

deafness, remedies available and the role of NPPCD. Ms Jermica Pyrbot an audiologist and speech 

therapist at Civil Hospital, Shillong made a slide presentation on Sign Up For Sign Language Rights which 

covered the History and Significance of Sign Language Day and an introduction to Indian sign language 

where students were taught the alphabets and numbers in sign language and basic sign language gestures 

used in communication with the assistance of Mr Healingson Syiemlieh. This was followed by 10 minutes 

of sign language activity. This programme helped in raising awareness and sensitivity towards those 

suffering from hearing loss, what can be done if symptoms of hearing loss appear and how to advice those 

suffering from the hearing loss and basic sign language communication. 
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